L i

’fay 19, 1954
S - - Oplﬂﬂon ¥o. B4-73
™:  The IIatlo?'abla William A, Sullivan

: oo Aplzona State Scrator

P, O, Dram,r 321
Globsz, Arizona

RBr Veterans! Yoz Exemptions

QUESYICH: HMust & Vctexan presuming he 1g
© . egtherwise el "¢olc L£or thoe tax
exemptlon, who has £ilesd his
arffidavit for exsmplion priop
to Apyil 30, pay real and
persenal paOIHAay tares &and
the autonobiis lieu tax on
properly acguired aliey
Apell 30 of the pawme year?

In answse to the above @ueStion, it will Lﬁ necessary to
state the baslp of the tax exempition granted gualliled veterans

by virtue of the Constitutlion of Arizona, Szction 2, Article 9
thereof besing as Tojilowss

/

Hg2,  (Tax Ewemutioﬁ.)—-¢n“re shall be

Cexenpt from Laxdation 211 federal, ctate,
county and munlelpal pvopcvty. Pronecty

- of education, charitable and rellgious
asgociationy or *huLlLUvLQFd rot used o
held for profit m2y be exmempl from taxatlon
by law. Public debts,; ag evidsenced by the
bondz of Arizena, its ccunties, municipal-
itleg, or other subdivisions, shall aiso be
exempt from taxatdon: There shall be far-

. ther exewpt from taxation the properiy of

- wWldows, hcwcﬂﬂbly digcharged sgoldiersy,
sailors, United States marincg, members of
revernug marine service, nurse COrps, oOr of
the components of uuwilla ies of any thercof,
residents of this state; not ehcueulrv the
amount of twe thousand dollarg {$2;000,00),

. where the totdl asgessrent of guch widow and
such other pergons named herein does not

." : exceed $3,000..,O, provided, that no sucn

exemption ghall be made Lor such pergons
other than widows unleg g“ g §.all nave
gerved at least sixby (bO dsys 1n the
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miiiﬁary or naval service'of the United

States during tiue of war, and shall have

been rcslaents of thls gtate prlor to
September 1, 1945, All properiy in the
state not exenpt under the laws of the . -
United States or under this congtitutlon,
or exenpt by law under the nchLQionq of
this seetion shall be subject to tazation
to be ascertained &8 pro Viaed by 1ad.
This section shall be self-ciecutld ng.

Scct*on 73 303, A, C A, 1039, as amenaod‘

73 3(}'). Afi id ZVitn-‘A DCI’UJYL c:laj‘nln'-’
exempbtion f£rom taZatw 2

sliong 0?.!00t1.n 2 BELLG
Tion of K* noni, enald
county fadction and rako ¢
hig ellwloilinvl_uuvwefJnv fvily 31}

Vs iy s e it

N2 _county agsedsor 1of SUCh Durpoue o
2

%uestionﬁ apnearing on & yorh nfov7dﬂd 1 by

Votnaw IS nrooouuﬂcd put a Dufuoa in ’
the milifdry service of the United States

and abhgent fwom the gtate, or who is

Ceonfined in a veterans? hospital or in

any licenacd hQSpiudl nay make the ro-
quired affidavit in the prosence of any
officer authorizaed to administer oaths
upon a forim obtained from the county
asgegsor. Any false statement nade or
gpworn to ia such affidavit enall be
deemed t0 be a walver of exemption of
such pergon, Thig act shall constitute
and be puanisghable as pardury. (Emphasis
supplied) ‘ -

Secetion T3~ 404, A, C A, 19)9, as anond@d:

“73~30% Proof of eye“nfion.-~ e
asgeEsor may, in hiv disereylon, Tedulre
add{tlonal Troof o1 %o TAGkA BEAGAd by
the aitiant beiora ailoslhu _an eironbtion.
FaTIUTe Upeon the part of 4 person entivlied
to erﬂmption to make affidaviu or furulsh
evidence as required by this act, betusen
the flrst Monday 1n January and the

Page 9zo

Code which provide the procedure whereby
a qualiried veteran may takc advantag of tbn exemption are asg
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thirtieth day of April of cach year ghall be
- deened t0 be a wlaver of exsmupbtlion of such
- peraon. Thalg act shall becowne effgctive
- January 1, 1950." - (Emphasis suppliled)

.

It can be geca from the underlined portilons above guoted, as well

-as from the conbext of the szetlons, that 1t is essential for the

various Tax Asgessors to obtain all Informatlion in order to deter-
ming 17 the applicant for exevnptlon 18 ellglble thercifor, This
presupposes kaowledge of the property than ownsd by the applicant,
because AT the applicant owng in excest or $5,C00.00 agsessed
property he becomes ineligible for the szomption, The Leglislaturoe,
by chooging Aprii 30 of ench year as the lagt date on which 2
veteran ray clain exempblion, was nladful of the general tax strue-
ture of the State of Arizona ond the procedurs set forth for the
various tezing authorliies to arrive at the revenue necded for

thz cperation of the varlous levels of the povernment for the
subsequeant year, The Tax Asgeognoy must provare, and have ready
for the County Boards ol Supervisors, the assegmaent roll by

the first doy of June. For the first ten days of June the Boaords
of Supervisors slt as Doards of Xqualization, before which any
taxpayer mey eppear to probest asgessmonts,  Subseguent to this,
the budget of the county 1s adopted and there Tollows various
other procecdures, The tax leovy for the couanty is wmade subject

to the approval of fhe State Tax Commiszsion bhased upon the budget,
belng an estinaie of expenditures for the Liscal year, and the
total taxable wealth of the counbty. It can be seen from this

that 1t is necessary that a certain date be cet for a deadline,
affer which there can he no fuether exzewxpitlions. Therefore, in
anguer to your questlon, an exemplilon can be claimed only for that
property owmed prlor to Aprdl 30 of each year, If a veteran buys
proper{y subsequent to that date, then 1t should be properly in-
cluded 1n the claim for exemptlon of the gubseguent year,

¥

1

3
b
3.
[
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It would pppear that a person rmay wmedify his application for
excrption prior to the 30th day of April, i1f he had previously
applled for tax exemption, and gubseguent to that acouired real
or pergonal property, i1f the Asgsesgor would be agreeable to this
procedure. As can be szen from Section 73-304, supra, the
Agzesgor 1s given broad powera.

"The aszesvor may, ia his dlzeretlon, requive
addltional proof of the facts stated bg the
afi'iant before allowing the exemptlon,

Therefore, 1% s the opinlon of this office that & veteran wRY

nodlfy his claim for exemptlion prior Lo April 30 of each year to
cover property purchased after his Tivrst eppliciitlon for exewmption, -
presunmlng that he has already made such appllication. This only

epplles to property acquled prioxr to April 30 of each year.
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that thepe I8 a certaln awount
spor and consldevation nust be
glven the work lead of the reegpeclive Assessor's offices,  Theve-
fore, an undu anount of charnu on on application for ezempiion
would be burdensonz, as well as leaving th~ docr open for criti-
sm bJ the Ez: ﬂunof'“ OLf’CG of lox prcoﬂdu°e.

It 18 understond, of cour
of dilzeretlon leff thh the Agg

Be,
B2
315

3

- The Supreme Coutt of Arizoaa, in the case of STATE v. ALLRED,
67 Ariz, 3&0 195 P.2d 153, at page 329 therecol, aid as followuss

"From our oun Jurisdiction the case of Gherna A

v. State, 16 Aviz. 344, 146 P, 404, Ann, Cas. 19163

o4, presents a good dwscussian of the powen of the

legiglature to regulthe the procedural aspocts of

& szlf-executivg ceastitulioral proviglon which is

entirely cous onanL wlth the Interpretation g5"0u

in Lrﬂrﬁﬂv V. Byrom, gugra, e hold that
iatnﬂa on*xot : ;

cons?
H r’}-‘ 4 \j\ l}

. W : neu{ﬁﬁbin

: 27 vqab'u

saif Qr tn“ PL?Q+ [

- RAEVPSP A

‘ It will be en Jrom the dJovn guotation that the guﬂ»oae Coart
of Arizona has he ld that the ch*sTJuu;g may, da dataill, preseribe
‘rules and procedures wadesr whilch an exemption get fortl in the Con-
stitutlon ray be elaimed. This procadure mest he atrictly fellowed.
The fact that property is acqulred alter Avril 30 dees not alter
the need that all property owned by the a“nlLLﬂht mz3t be kaown to
the Asgessor at the time of allovwing the nxemotiow; otheyruwlise, there
would be no basis for the c¢etermination of thz exenption. For ex-
amole, 1 a person owned real properiy assessed at the valus of

$%,000.00 and Qub““ xent to Aprll 30 acquired an antomobille aspssse
at the value of ,3,000 00, the total proparty owned by the nppliuant
would be 1a excess of the $b 000.00 valuation allouwed by the congti-
tutional czenpilon and thn.app1icawt woutld lose his whole excmption.
The exemplion from taxatlon granted to vetevans s wldous and cextain
other property owaers 18 anklazous to the nrlvlleve of voting granted
by the State. For evample, 1f a person ghows up at the voting pollg
) at 7:C00 P.M., he has not been denied his pr *v-lenu of votlné, but,
: by hls own Snaction, he hag walved {he p“iv’lc*c to vote. Likeuwlge,
. pl‘OD“I‘tJ acqulred alter April 30 by an otherwicze a‘muflod vetaran

nmust auwalt the next taxing vear before 1t 1s eligible for exenytion.

ROSS F, JONE
The Attoruwy General
JOI M, I§CONAN :
. Kutebadgsdaliapt, 54-73



